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Professor Malik Peiris is a clinical and public health virologist with a particular interest in
emerging virus disease at the animal-human interface. His current research encompasses
emerging animal and human influenza viruses and coronaviruses including avian influenza H5N1,
H7N9, the pandemic of 2009, SARS and more recently, MERS. In 2003, he played a key role in
discovering the novel coronavirus was the cause of SARS and contributed to its control. He co-
directs the WHO H5 Reference Laboratory at HKU and serves on many standing committees and
ad-hoc advisory committees of international agencies such as the WHO and FAO. He was elected
a Fellow of the Royal Society of London in 2006, Fellow of the American Academy of
Microbiology in 2016 and Foreign Associate of National Academy of Sciences in 2017. He is a
founding member of the Academy of Sciences of Hong Kong. He was awarded the Silver
Bauhinia Star (SBS), Hong Kong SAR (2008), Mahathir Science Award, Akademi Sains Malaysia
(2007) and Officier de la Legion d’Honneur, Republic of France (2017).
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